
 

 

 

Preparing & Giving Injections  

Generally, you can choose the subcutaneous (SQ) route when 

given a choice of either the intramuscular (IM) or SQ on the 

product label. Give SQ injections half way up the neck in front of 

the shoulder, or over the ribs well behind the shoulder. Use a 0.5 

to 1 inch long needle 20 to 18 gauge. 

 

A. Read the medication label. 

B. Wipe the top of the medication bottle. 

C. Insert needle into medication bottle, draw back amount 

needed; remove needle; flick syringe to move any bubbles to 

the top of the syringe and push plunger up to remove any air 

bubbles. 

                                   SQ injections: 

 

1. Lift a fold of skin to make a skin "tent".  

2. Insert the needle through one side of the tent at an angle 

of 30 to 45 degrees relative to the surface of the body. 

3. Depress the plunger to inject medication; grasp needle area 

and pull needle upward to remove. 

4. Rub area to disperse medication.  

5. Dispose of needle into a sharps container. 

For swine, it won't be possible to make a "tent", so slide the needle under the skin 

at an angle of about 30 degrees from parallel to the skin surface and inject. 



 

 

                             IM injection: 

1. Insert the needle into the muscle, being careful not to hit 

bone. 

2. Withdraw the plunger slightly to make sure that you have 

not hit a vein or vessel. 

If you see blood in the syringe, pull out the needle and 

start over. 

3. Depress the plunger slowly, and then withdraw the 

needle. 

4. Rub the injection area gently but firmly to distribute the 

medication. 

5. Discard the needle and syringe into your sharps 

container. 

      

 

NEVER RE-USE NEEDLES or MIX MEDICATIONS & DISPOSE OF USED NEEDLES 

PROPERLY! 

 

Anaphylaxis is a severe, sudden allergic reaction. The faster it occurs, the more 

severe it is. If a goat unexpectedly collapses or goes into shock after an 

injection, administer epinephrine immediately. The dose is 0.5–1.0 cc per 100 

pounds. 

 

Never use the rear leg as an injection site because you can hit a nerve and 

make your goat lame. 

 

Never use the same needle or syringe for different 

medications or on different goats. Mixing medications can 

make them less effective or cause an unexpected chemical 

reaction; sharing needles can spread diseases from one 

goat to another. 


